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' May it pleaſe you, my Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
| JF7s Seſſion of Parliament is Ly fuch high. Tm” 
portance to theſe parts of the World, that Fea” 
| ven ſeems to: have tommitted the' Univtyſal 
. Fate of Chriſtendom to Tour diſpoſal 1, from 
whoſs Proceedings, both France, Spain, Germany, Hot- 
land, and this part of the Univerſe, muſt take their Mea-. 
fares : Nor will it be a Vanity in me to affirm the 'fame 
thing of Tou, which heretofore Tacitns did of the Battayy, 
| *Who in the time of the Romans (ſaith he) were able 
a *r6 confer a, Victory upon whatever Party they ad- 
*hered to. E ſs 
The Parliaments of England have ever been Formida- 
ble ts their Neighbours, but Tou above” all others ſeem to 
have been reſervd by Providence, for thoſe Great and. 
Weighty Afﬀairs which are now in Agitation as well at 
home as ab.oad, and for which purpoſe Ton are here (on- * 
vened. Ton only are able to caſt ont that Angel of Dark- 
neſs, with his many I egions, who is at this time endea-. 
vouring to deſtroy our beft of Kings and Govelpnents-* 
Tow only are able to Center this reeling Kingdom, which . 
Pagers aud groans under the Pluriſie of Pens, wh" 
which -( if not now prevented) may in time attaint and 
corrupt the whole' maſs of Englith. Bloud .;. 7% 
a 


rwpt the "Engfifh, Blowd . A 4+ 
able to, ut he: that fo Hecelf ary” Rebis 1/2 dT Facrbt - 
Trgjertys our Britiſh Ie, by contiznins Cas there mold ol X 
« Proteſtant Head, upon a Proteſtant Bady; withour 

| | Fo "T5 ns 


Fx © 
J 
117-4471 
ib/g 
" oz 
Fd 
_— 
| : G 4 " "__ 3 wh . 3K ” mw: 4 eta POE ;  u 


i" MBS ge RIS 


tt RF > 


which, our Prince would be no other than. a Father-in-law + 
to his People,,andithey.Sons-wn-ltaw to him + beſides, the 

incoberence would be as great and diſugreable, as to be- 

hold a black Indian Head, annex'd unto a white Body. 
Neither watld- ſich a conjuntion be more Unnatural; . 
than Inconvenient, ſince. He that- is arbitrary over the . 
Soul, as. in Popery, hath ever a we > power over the. 


Body and the Eftate 5, which is evident jrom the exam- 


ples of France, Spain, and other Popiſh Governments, 
where the Prieſt xides the Soul, and the Prince the Body x . 
Ca Tyranny as diſagreable to-our Gracious .Soveraign's. 
Nature to impoſe upon #4, 45 it would be inſupportable for. 
our Enghſh Spirits to bear. } POW a 
Now the Original of theſe PopiſhVillanies (as I hum , 
bly conceive ) . proceeds not more from their Sacerdotal . 
Malice and Tntere$t, than from their Laicks Jgnorance . 
and Seruitude ; without which, their Clergy would at the 


beſt be rendred but like Wolves without Teeth. Wherefore \ 


to. deveſt their Prieſts of this power of doing ill, nothing - 
would be more conducive than the propagating of Wiſdom: - 
and Knowledge among the populace 3 ſince as Ignorance . 
renders men obedient and ſuſceptible of the meaneſt $11- 

very, ſd doth. its contrary put all men upon their Guard - 
Omnes enim nos ſumus, aut corvi qui lacerant, aut ca- 

davera quz lacerantur. . Now for the more ſpeedy effeFing | 


hereof, there hath never been diſcover d any better expe- 


dient amongit men, than that of the Liberty of the Preſs, 
whereby whoever oppoſes the Publick: Intereſt; are expoſed 
and rendred odious tothe people as on the contrary, they 
who merit well of their _ are ever--recorded with 
z2mortal Honour to poſterity. So that if Fame and Am- 
bition (as all generous Souls muſt *acknowledge ) have ſo 


great 


\' 


h 
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great an influence over the minds of ative men, what can 
e more reaſonable, what can be more ſerviceable to the 
World, than that which hurries men into a neceſſity either 
of ating Virtuonſly, or of forfeiting their ſo-much- deſired 
Honour for ever £ and ſuch I take to be the conſequence 
of a Free Prels. From which conſideration, ſince the late 
AF which laid that ſevere reſtraint upon Printing, 3s ſo 
near Expiring, my humble Addreſs to Tour [ ordſhips, 
and to lon Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, is, that 
before Tou proceed to the ( ontinuation of any thing of that 
Nature, Ton would condeſcend ſo far as to look down upon 
theſe emſuing Arenments, againſt any ſuch Inquiſition or 
Embargo upon Science, wherein Tou may happily find ſome 
Reaſons, which (though not founded upon private ends, 
like thoſe of our Adverſaries ) may yet prove ſufficiently 
ſatisfaFory to all, but that Dead-weight of Intereſt which 
oppoſes #53 and will not be converted, for that it is not for 
its Intereſt ſo to be. | 
This, My T ords and Gentlemen, is all from him who 
would Sacrifice his I ife and Fortune for his King and 
(onntry, coveting no other Title of Honour whereby to be 
diſtinguiſhed, than that of 
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\. der have.ever had, that, vencration and. de- 
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in their Liberality- to the Muſes - Thus we fee Alex- 
ardir the Great ptſemed Lhe with 800 Talents, 
as allo, Nexbcrates: the. Philolopher with 5o Talcnts ; 
HntioobnsJtkewila preſfated, bis Phylician Theembro- 
ras ivith ; 60008 Crawns.z Fomer for. his Works re- 
ceiy'd a thouſand pieces of Silver from the Candiots ; 
nor did: that 4uffice, buy Cities mult fall together by 
<a ears foi! þe honour of his;Birth : ( hbcral were 
tho Anvients te:a)l-nanner pf; Science, z. Dor:haye pur 
Modein Benefattors been inferiour to them, as our 
two 
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two famous Univerſities may teſtifie to Poſterity. Yet 
notwithſtanding all theſe Encouragement, Learning 
hath of Jate years met with an obſtrucion-in many 
places, which ſuppreſſes it from flouriſhing-or increa- 
fing, in ſpight of all its other. helps, and that is, the 
Inquiſition upon the Preſs, which prohibits any Book 
from coming forth withont an Tmprimatur 3 an old 
Relique of Popery, only neceflary tor the concealing 
of ſuch defefts of Government, which of right ought 


to be diſcover'd and amended. However, as our Go- 


vernment is not ſick of the (ame Diſtemper, ſo need 
we not the ſame Cure, but rather: the contrary : for 
as an ill face cannot be too cloſly maſqued, ſo neither 
can a good one be too much expoſed. 

That Books are of great uſe to a Government, is 
evident, Firſt, for that they are the-only: Records of 
Time, which excite us to imitate the paſt Glories 'of 
our Anceſtors : 2ly. we owe our manner or forni' of 
Divine Worſhip to Books alone : 3ly. we owe our 
Philoſophy, or contemplation of God-in his Works; 
to the ſame cauſe. For meris Natural Abilities; like 
Natural Plants, need pruning by Study.: thus we ſee 
that Hiſtories make men wiſe 3 Poets, witty ; 'Mathe- 
maticks, ſubtle ; Natural Philoſophy, deep ; Moral 


Philoſophy, grave 3 Logick and Rhetorick, able to 


diſpute 3 all which Excellencies are to be. acquired 
only from Books: fince no Vocal Learning is ſoeffe- 
Ctual for Inſtruction, as Reading; for that written 
diſcourſes are better digeſted, and ſupport themſelves 
better on their own weight, than words diſguiſed: by 
the manner of expreſſion, cadence or geſture, which 
corrupt the ſimplicity of things z when alſo = ſud- 

enneſs 


(3) 


denneſs of Pronunciation allow not the Audience 


time (ufficient to refle&t upon what. was ſaid. More- 
over, Books, flatter much lefs, and have more univer- 
ſal precepts, than Diſcourſe ; which generally affects 
Complailance,and gaining the Hearers good will: Par- 


ticularly in Morality, where great perſons are better 


inſtructed, and more plainly reprehended for their 
faults by Books, than by Diſcourſes: Books being 
therefoxe -in the main ſo- uſeful to Humain Society 3 
] cannot but herein agree: with Mr. Milton, and ſay, 
that (unleſs it be effected with great Caution) You 


had almoſt as good kill a Man, as a good Book; for 


he that kills a Man, kills but a-Reaſonable Creature, 
Gods Image: Whereas he that deſtroys a ; good 
Book, kills Reaſon 1t ſelf, which 1s as it were the 
very Eye of God. Bos 

Having thus demonſtrated how much the World 
owes to Learning and, Books ; let me not be altoge- 
ther unmindtulof Faxſt and Guttenburg, the promoters 


of both; who' by their Ingenuity diſcovered. and 
.made known to the World that Protound Art of 
Printing, ; which. hath made Learning not only Eaſlie, 


but Cheap ; fince now any perſon may/accommodate 
him(elf with a good moderate Library at the (ame 


Price, as heretofore Plato payed for three Books of. 


Philolaus the TFythagorian, viz. Three Hundred 
Pounds. This was the Invention wherewith Cardar 
upbraided the Ancients, ſaying, Antiquitas nibil par 
habet. Nay, Thuanus goes higher ,: when ſpeaking 
of the Inventors of . this Art, .he faith ,. Quibns plus 
debet Chriſtianus orbis,. quam cuiquan fortiſſumorum belli 


aucum abipropagatos fines. patria unquan debuit., . And 
TI B 


truly 


Gell.ltb.s. 
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trity (6 we do ; but ſtil} provided, -that' the Thquiff 
fon uport it be removed, without which, this Art 
defign'd at firſt for the ſervice oF the” Publick, "will 
prove uſeful to none bur the: Licenſer, Therefore 
ir oppoſition to any -fuch Reſtraint, 'T ſhall 'Hefe des 
moriſtrat the unreaſonableneſs of any ſuch Licenſe or 
Tmprimatur. IIs | WELLS 

1. From the Ancitnt uſage as well of -the \Greeks, 
as Romans,” Who were both: highly Emitient fot 
Learning; and whom in' this particular we need not 
be a%ained to imitate: We do not find amongſt. the 
Creeks, that their Vetus Comedia (which'was fomuch 


cenſured for Libelling and Fraducing men by Name, 


as to be prohibited Atting on the Stage )' was'ever 
ſuppreſt from'being read ; but rather” the contrary; 
for that F lato him(elf recommended the Reading of 
Ariſtophanes (the looſeſt of all thoſe old Comxdians) 
to his Royal Scholar Dyonifns. Neither do weread 
any where , that either Fpicnrs- or that Libeftine 
School of Cyreze, of what the Cyitk Tiihpudence ut- 
ter'd, with many other 'Sedts and' Opinions, which 
tended to Voluptuouſnels, 'and'the denying- of 'a 
-Providence, wete ever 'projibited -or queſtion'd. 
 Alſoamonegſt the Þ atires; we ind [weretins veiſity- 
ing his /picurean Tenents to: Memmiys ; without -any 
moleſtation, and had the hohour to be publiſhed a 
ſecond time by Cicero the great Father -of the Com- 
monwealch, although he himſelf diſputes againſt that 
ſame Opinion in his own Writings. Neither do we 
read of any Decree agamſt the Satyrical ſharpneſs of 
T ucilins, Catullns, or Flaccus. Likewiſe in matters 
of State, the Story of Titns Livins, though it extoll'd 

and 


oa*e 


T5) 
and 'mz2nfy'd Popipey's: party; was not ther 
fuppreſs'd by Ofavins Caeſar of the other Faction. 
Nay evenin the times of Chriſtianity , unleſs they 
were plainiinveCtives againſt Chriſtianity, - as thoſe of 
orphyrins and Proclus, they met with' no' interdict 
ti)] about''the year 400. in a Carthaginian Counci), 
wherein Biſhops themſelves were forbid to read the 
Books of Gentiles, but Hereſies they might read : 
Whereas'others long before them, (cerupled more the 


Books of Hereticks, than of Gentiles: 'And that the 


Primitive Councils ard Biſhops were uſed only to de- 
clare what Books were not commendable, paſſing no 


further cenſare, but leaving to each ones Conſcience 


to read, or to lay by , till after the: year 800. 1s. al- 
ready obſerved by Father Paul, that great unmosker 
of the Trextine Council : After which time, the un- 
ſatiable Popes cngroſs'd more and more every day, 

till Martin the 5th. by his Bull; not only prohibited, 

but-was the firſt that Excommunicated the Reading 
of Axretical Books; For about that time, Hchlif and 
Fuſs growing formidable, were they who firſt drove 
the Papal Court t6 a ſtricter" policy” of prohibiting : 

Which Courſe Teo the roth. and his Succellors' fol- 


lowed, untill the Corincil of 7rext and the Spaniſh 


Inquiſition engendring together, . produced theſe' 
two Monſters, ah J-dex Fxpurgatoria, and a:Licenſer, 
When' they enacted; that no. Book, Pamphler , or 
Paper ſhould be Printed, till it were Approved and 
Licenſed under the hands of two or three Gluttenous 
Fryers: $0 that infine, there was never any ſuch In- 
quilition upon Learning known in 'the Worl@; if 


ovewery Jupplanted Liberty, —_ Intereſt R eligion. 
B 2, It 
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2. It is the greateſt Afﬀront and Diſcouragenient 
that can be offer'd to Learning and Learned men : 
For ſo far to diſtruſt the Judgment and Honeſty of 
one who hath but a common repute in. Learning 
(having never yet offended) as not to count: him-fit 
to Print his mind, without a Tutor or Examiner, leaſt 
he ſhould drop a Sciſm or ſomething of corruption, 
1s the greateſt diſpleaſure and indignity to a free and 
knowing ſpirit, that can be put upon him. What ad- 
vantazeis it to be a Man, overit is to be a Boy at 
School, it we have only '{cap'd the Ferwla , te come 
under the Feſcu' of an Jmprimatur? When a man 
V/rites to the World, he ſummons up all his Reaſon 
and Deliberation to- aſſiſt him ; he Searches, Medi- 
tates, is induſtrious in Conſulting and Contferring 
with his Judicjous Friends ; after all which, he takes 
himſelf to be inform'd in what he Writes, as well as 
any that writ before ; if in this the molt conſummate 
a& of his fidelity and ripeneſs, no years, no induſtry, 
no former proof of his Abilities, can bring him to the 
ſtate of Maturity, as not to be ſtill diftruſted , unleſs 
he carry all his conſiderate diligence, all his mid- 
night watchings and expence of Pal/adian Oy], to 
the haſty view of an. Unleaſured Licenſer, perhaps 


much his Younger, perhaps much his Inferior in Judg-. 
ment, perhaps one who never knew the Labour of 


Book+writing, or perheps one altogether 1gnorant 
of that Art or Science whereof the Author Treats. 
When if he be not repuls'd or ſighted , muſt appear 
in Print like a Puny with his Guardian, and his 
Cenſors Hand on the back of his Title, to be his 


Bail and Surety that he is no Idiot or Seducer : This, 


cannot 


<3. 
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(7) 
cannot but be a derogation, to. the Author and to 
the Book, as well as to the priviledge and dignity 
of Learning. And what it the Author ſhall be of ſo 
Copious a Fancy, as to haye. many, things.well worth 
the adding, come into his Mind after Licenſing, while 
the Book is yet under the Preſs, which frequently 
happens even to the beſt of Writers, and that per- 
haps a dozen times in one Book ? The Printer dares 
not go beyond his Licenſed Copy; fo often. then muſt 
the Author trudge to his Leave-giverx, that thoſe, his 
new Inſertions may be view'd; and many a..Jourr 
ney will he make 'erethat Zzcexſer, (for it mult be the 
ſame man,) can either be found, or be found at Lei- 
ſire 3: in the mean while, either the Preſs muſt ſtand 
ſtill, which is no ſmall Damage, or. the, Author, loſe 
his moſt Corre&t Thoughts, and ſo. ſend forth his 
Book Imperfet. How' can any man eſteem himſelf 
Docor enough to Teach with Authority in his own 
Book, when he himſelfand all that he Writes, muſt 
ſubmit to the juriſdiction an] cenſure of another ? 

3. 'Tisa great prejudice even. to the Book it (elf, 
to come out under the partiality and ignorant ap- 
probation of a Licenſer: Every Acute Reader uppn 
the firſt ſight of a Pedantick, / 3cexſe, will. be apt to 
milinterpret the word (Txyprimaiur) and..think it fige 
nifies no more, but that, this Book is fooliſh enough 
tobe Printed 5 when ſeeing . it comes out. ;under ” 
ward(hip of another, he will beapt toſay, I know 
nothing of the Licexſer, but that I have his own hand 
for his arrogance 3 who ſhall. warrant:me his,, Judg- 
ment 2 TheState,St,replyes the Jzatiozer ;, But hath 
aquick return., The State ſhall bemy Goyernours, 
| - =. - bus 
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Buttfiot My/ Orifdiekss! they:may'ibe miſtaken: inthe 
chvice'pfa 7 Feenſer; - az ealil yas this jcenſer in the 
_ ofan Authors Whereunto::he might alſo add 
rom ny Lord Buce, 'That ſuck Authorized: Bookg care 
but the:F,angnage vf the Times. For though a' Licenſer 
ſhould hxppett:to be-more them ordmary Jidicjous, 
Which will be a-great hazard in the next ſucceſizon ; 
yet his very Office-am4 Commithon enjoyns him to 
Jet pa nothing but what is Vulgarly -received.- al 
Yeady.' | Nay, tf the-work: of any Hecealed Author, 
though never fo Famous In his Late time; come to 
theirhand' for Licenle to. by: Printed or- Reprinted ; 
if there be found in the Book any one Opmnon that 
thwarts the -Z 5cenfe#s Humour ,7 whether it tbe of a 
Vacunm, Motion; 2Ai?;;'or never ſo inconfiderable-a 
Subje&t; the ſenſe 'vFthat grew man. ſhallio: all: Po- 
ſterity be Joſt; ontof the'preſynptucusRathneſbaf þ 
pedantick Ticenſer.'* '$0 that if theſe things be. nat 
ſeriouf]y and timely reſented by them. who. have. the 
remedy ih their power ; *but that Z igenſtrs are: per- 
mitted to gnaw' out'the choiceſt periods: of 'exqui- 
ite POoks -andito commit ſuch a Treacherons Fraud 
apaihſtthe Orphan-remainders of the worthicſt men 
after death; the more forrow will belong to that help- 
left race'of ment, who misfortune it is to have- Un- 
derſtanditig.” + Henceforth let no man, care tar learn; 
or 'care to be” mbre''than worldly wiſe 5 for. certainly 
in higher matters tb be ignorant and ſlothfu], ro be 
2cormmon ſtedfaſt Dunce, 'will be the only plealant 


z 


I;'and only ih'requeſt!' Oi: 40 5 JA its #70 2-1 
MK; Itts nor only a refle&tion upon Books and: partie 
entir 'trieh, but"it's Hikewiſe an- undervaluing and 
<6 V1li- 
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vilifying: of the, whole, Nation;, b cannot, fet,$o.fnall 
vake for 41]-ahe Invention, the Art, jthe Wir, ; the 
BIAVE, and, ſolid, Sn Ent which is in. £; #g{47d,.,a8 £9 
wmagine that. igjean_be.comprebended inany.,ao:Ca; 
pacitics;how good ſoever,much Jeſs, tha jt. ſhould nay 
Paſs ExCEPt LhElr * Superintendence. he,overty Except 
it be. ifted, and ſtrained, with, their. Strainers, and 
that it ihould. be -uncurrant without: their, Manyal] 
AS _ Monopolized and Tradedrin "Toolepts, $tatutes 
and Standards, We. mult not.think, tamake'a Staple 
Commodity of all the knowlegdge.'in the. Land; to 
Mark.and Licenſcit like our Broad-cloath' and Wool- 
packs'c,. What is.it bat a fervitude, 'hkeithat impoſed 
by te: 77 hiliſtines, notito-be allow 'd.the Sharpning of 
eur. own.Axcs,” but we mult .repair:fram-a} quartens 
to twenty Licenſing Forges > Had; any. one written 
and divulged Erroneous things, - and ſcandalous to an 
Honeſt Life, mil- -uling and tortkiting the eſteem. had 


.of his reaſon amongſt men; if. after iconvidtion,. this 
only cenſure, were; adjudged: hims, that: he ſhould 
never henceforth Write but xmder the Authority . of 


an-Examiner; this conld..not be-apprehended..leſs 


'then'-.a_ diſgraceful puniſhmgnt, ;;Whence ;,.te;an- 
, clude-the whole Natian,and thoſt-thatinguer yetrthus 
- offended, under {ſuch dibgdent; and ,jfipectiul;Nro- 
'hibition, -renders it no leſs-.then ca-: Natjenal- cifÞa- 


ragement 3 and ſo much the. more; 'ſecing, Debtors 


and Delinquents may walk,abrgad without a Keeper, 
. but inoffenſive Books tau nes fiir forth without; a 
viſible Jaylor, intheir Title:: Nap 13i6@ lelsreprpagh 


to the Commonalty.;ince, if we be: jealaus;over them, 
as 
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as'that we'dare' tiot truſt them'with' an Frgliſh' Pam 
phlet: What do we but cenftre them for a ' giddy, 
vicious, unthinking crowd ; in ſuch'.a fick eſtate of 
diſcretion,” as to be able to take nothing 'down, but 
throigh the Pipe of a 7 7cenſer.” - Now that this' pr6- 
ceeds from the care or love'of the Commonalty, we 
cannot pretend ; ſince in thoſe Popilh places where 
the Laity are moſthated and deſpiſed, the ſame ſtrict- 
neſs and ſeverity is uſed over them. | 

5. Tt refle&s upon our Church and Clergy, of 
whoſe labours we fhould hope better, and of the 
proficiency which their Flock reaps by them 5 them 
aftec all this Light of the Goſpe!, all this continual 


Preaching, they ſhould be ſtill frequented with ſuch 


an un-principled, 'un-edify'd and Laick rabble, as 


that the Whiff of 'every new Pamphlet ſhould fſtag- 


'ger them out of their Catechifin and Chriſtian walk- 
ing. This may have much reaſon to (tagger and to 


diſcourage the Mmiſters, when ſuch a low conceit ' 
{48 had of all their Exhortations, and the benefiting of 
' their 'Hearers, as that they are not thought fit to be 


turned looſe to three Sheets of Paper, without a Li- 
cenſe; that all the Sermons;all the Lectures Preached, 
Prifited 'and Vented in fuch numbers and ſuch Vo- 
lumes, ſhould' not be Armodr ſufficient againſt one 
fingle Enchyridion Unlicenſed ?' I am confident that 
a Kingdom governed by the rules of Juſtice and For- 
titude, or a Church built and founded upon the rock 
of Faith and true Knowledge , cannot be ſo, Pulilla- 


- nimous. That all freedom of Writing ſhould 'be thus 


reſtrained with the proud. curb of' an Trprimater, 
muſt needs adminiſter caule of doubt, and diſcourage- 
| h meant 
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ment to all Learned and Religions men, who may 
juſtly ſaſpe& the Reaſon and Power of that cauſe 
which durſt not ſtand a Tryal of Skill. Every Author 
Writes either Truth or Falſhood ; - If he Writes 
Truth, why ſhould: he be oppreſſed or ſtifled? And 
if he delivers what is Falſe, let him be confuted by 
Anſwer, whereunto every Author is ſubjeQ ; fince 
no cauſe ever ſuffered by being anſwered , only by 
Fire and Faggot. That Liberty is the Nurfery of 
Science, appears in that there is nothing hath ſo much 
clouded and diſcouraged the Ttalian Wits, as their 
Inquiſition 5 which reſtraining all manner of Philoſo- 
phick freedom, hath for theſe many years produced 
nothing but obſequious flattery : In which Country 
the Famous Gal:leo was opprefled under the Tnqniſe- 
tions Tyranny, for thinking otherwiſe in Aſtrono- 
my, then the Dominican and Franciſcan Licenſers 
thought. | 
: 6. This Licenſing of Books 1s one of the moſt dan- 
gerous and miſcheivous Monopolies and Oppreſlions 
our Government 'is ſubje& to : Since-,. put the Caſe 
we were under an evil Prince, (as now weare under a 
good one) he paying this Zzcenſer his Stipend, might 
influence him ſo far, as to make him Licenſe all 
Books againſt the Intereſt of the Subject, or to the 
Defamation of any publick Spirited Lords or Com- 
moners; and to prohibit only ſuch Books as are in 
the Vindication of ſuch perſons who are for the Li- 
berty and Property of the Subject : For that 'tisever 
the Intereſt of a Licezſer, above all, to regard the 
Favour of his Prince. (though to the prejudice and 
almoſt ruine of his Country.) Who payes him his 
C . Wages 
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Wages? 'His Prince. Who hath the diſpaſabof- all 
Places and: Offices of Preterment ? ' His Prince, Then 
who ſhould he ſtudy to pleate, right or wrong, bur 
his Prince and Pay-maſter ? that 1s, if he be ſuch as 
moſt 7-3cexſers are, . low-{pirited men, who. confider 
nothing but their-own preſent Interelt. Why ſhould 
I not have the ſame'freedom to write, as to, ſpeak 2. 
If I ſpeak any thing that is evi], I am lyable to be 
puniſh'd, but yet Tam never examined before ſpeak 
what I: am about to ſay: $o'ket.not my Book be Cen- 
fured by one Iiitereed man'aloneiin prazate , till it 
hath' tryed the: publick: Teſt ; and then if there be 
any thing ill init, Tam'teady toanſwer for it. Why 
muſt no Writing, either mm the behalf of ſuch great 
matters, as Liberty,. Property, and Religion, or in 
the behalf of ſuch ſniall trafles, :as. Funeral Tickets, 
Play-houſe Bills:,; City Mexcuries , Hackney-Coach 
Bills, Quack-Dofors Bills, and che like, be Printed. 
without a Licenſe? Ts 1t for that the Subject of theſe 
Bills or Tickets are dangerous to.the Government ? 
or rather, that: this. Monopoly, would: be. injured .in 
its Prerogative, if the lealk Word: or Letter be 
Printed without paying Toll to this Zzceuſer. Hea- 
ven grant that in time, there þe..not the ſame Re- 
fixaint and Monopoly over Waty: Diſcourſe, as there 
3s.now over Ingenuous. Writitig:: Since by the ſame 
reaſon, the Royal [Jeſter may demand a Spelt of 
Money for every Jeſtthat 1s broken in Diſcourſe, as 
well as the 7 icerfer doth 'expeaa, reward for every 
Ingenious Piece'or -Jeſt;::that is. Printed in Books ! 
When with more Qrayity then-Wit , -having. with 
great Study and Labour, Corrected ſome: ſuch. dane 
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gerotts Author #3 Thomas a Thiuprbis; he from his 
LearnedGrcammatical Pen, which caſts no Ink without 
| Latin, drops forth that Lordly word TMP R 1- 
M ATU R: eithet becauſe he judged no Vulgar 
Tongue was worthy to expreſs {6 pure a Conceit 3 
or rather perhaps, for that our E#zgliſh,(the Language 
of men, ever famous and bold in the Atcheivements 
of Liberty,) will not eafily find ſervile Letters enough 
to ſpell ſuch an Arbitrary Preſumptnous word , as is 
that of IMPRIMATUR. © © 
7. This trouble of Licenſing doth very much pre- 
Judice and injure the very LZicenſers themſelves in 
the Calling of their Miniſtry, if they will diſ- 
charge that Office as ttiey ought ;- becauſe of nece(- 
fity they muſt neglet either the one duty-or - the 
other. 19 Pe THagRt WoDTSH- Gay 
8. It robs us of that great Argument we make uſe 
of againſt the Mahometaxs; and what is worſe, Popiſh 
Religion, viz. That Ignorance is the Mother of their 
Devotions ; fince how can We juſtly brand: their Re- 
ligions, for being founded meerly upon their Laicks 
Ignorance 3- when we in the like manner diſcounte- 
nance Knowledge our (ſelves > How can we upbraid 
Papiſts for not daring to permittheir Common'people 
to read the Bible, when we do 'the "fame thing in 
effet, by tying all petfons up 'to one mans Expoti- 
tion and Interpretation of the ſame, viz. the Z7#- 
cenſer's; who will not permit any Expoſition tocome 
forth that thwarts his own particular Judgment. I 
' amebnfident, that if the Tyrk or the: Pope, could be 
afſured*to mike, all men Expoumd the Alroran and 
Scriptutes according to the ene .of the Mafti and 
| C 2 Conclave, 
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Conclave, they would neither of them be againſt the 
Common peoples reading them ; ſo that we all three 
aim at one & the ſame thing, only bydifferent ways; 
and that 1s our miſtake : For let their faJſhoods uſe 
what artifice they can; yet we do in a manner Libel 
our own Truth, when by Licenſing and Prohibiting, 
fearing each Book, and the ſhaking of each Leaf, 
we diſtruſt her own ſtrength : Let her and Falſhood 
grapple 3 whoever knew Truth put to the worlt in a 
free and open Encounter ? Her confuting is the beſt 
and ſureſt oppreſfing, when it leaves all ſtanders by 
no room no doubt. The puniſhing of Wits enhaunces 
their Authority, and forbidden Writing is thought to. be 
a certain ſpark of Truth that flyes up in the Faces of them 
eeks to tread it out. When a man hath been 


who / 
working at the hardeſt Labour in the deep Mines 


of Knowledge, and hath furniſht himſelf our in all 
Equipage, drawn forth. his Reaſons as it were in 
Battail-array;. ſcatterd and defeated all objeCtions in 
his way, ſummons his Adverſary. into the Field, offers 
him the advantage of Wind and Sun if he pleaſes, 
only that he might try the matter by dint of Argu- 
ment; for his opponent then to Sculk & he in Ambuſl- 
cade, to keep a narrow Bridge of Licenſing, where 
the Challenger ſhould paſs; this, though it be courage 
enough ina Souldier, 1s but Weakneſs and Cowardice 
in the Wars of Truth. For Truth. needs no Policies, 
no Stratagems, no Licenlings to render her Victorious; 
theſe are only the ſhifts and defences that Error uſes 
againſt her pawer : So that if it once come to Prohi- 
biting, there is nothing more likely to be Prohibited 


then Truth it (elf, even the very Bible; as we -y 
Bok | | ee 
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ſee it is by the firſt Inyentors of this Monopoly. To juſtifie the 
Suppreſſion of Books, ſome may Cite the Burning of thoſe 
Epheſian Books by St. Pax's Converts ; but that agrees not 
with our Caſe, for there it was not the Magiſtrate, but the 
Owners of the Books themſelves who burnt themin remorſe. 

9. And Laſtly, Give meleave to tell you, that Licenſing : 
and Perſecution of Conſcience are two Siſters that ever go © © 
: ' hand in handtogether , being both founded upon one and 

the ſame Principle: Therefore to Aſperſe the one, permit 

me to Defame the other. Now although I allow no indiffe- 

rency to thoſe Religions whoſe Principles deſtroy Govern- 

ment, nor thofe Religions that Teach ill Life (both which 

Errors the Papiſts are guilty of.) Yer / cannot but wiſh, that Dr. vague 

all men would uſe one another ſo gently and ſs charitably, that no Libery <S 
* wiolent Compulſion ſhould introduce Hypocriſy, and render Sin- Proph | 

cerity as well troubleſome as unſafe. It would be hard meaſure 

for any man to blame that Chyrurgion who refuſed to cut off 

a mans Head only to Cure a Wart or P imple upon his Chin or 

Cheek : Now the Caſe is altogether the ſame, and we may 

as well decree a Wart to be Mortal, as a various Opinienin 

re alioqui non neceſſaria to be Capital and Damnable. I would 

fain know why is not any Vicious: Habit as bad or worſe, 

thena Falſe Opinion 2 Why are we ſo zealous againſt thoſe 

we call Non-conformiſts, or Hereticks, and yet at the ſame 

time dear Friends with Drunkards . Fornicators ,, Swearers, 

. Intemperate and Idle Perſons? I am certain that agDrunkard 

18 as Contrary to God, and livesas contrary to the Laws of 
Chriſtianity as any Heretick ; and I am alfoſure that I know 
what Drunkennefs is, but I am not ſizce that fuch an Opini- 

A on is Hereſie, nor would any man <lfe be ſo- dogmatical in 

| theſe matters, did he not miſtake confidence for certainty.” 

Faction and Hereſfie were things unknown 1n the World, till 
the increaſc of Intereſt,. and abatement of Chriſtian Simpli- 
city ; when the Churches Fortune grew better, her Sons 
worſe, and her Fathers worſt of all. Why ſhouldI hatemen 
becauſe their Underſtandings have not been bMaght up like 
mine, have not had the ſame Maſters, have not met with the 
ſame the Books, nor the ſame Company, or have not the 
{ame- 
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ſame Intereſt, or are not ſo Wiſe, or are miuth Wiſer, and 
therefore do not determine their School-queſtions to the 
ſenſe of my Sect or Intereſt ? Ithink they are in an Error, but 
they believe me tobe in the wrong; If they Erre, they do ir 
not through Obſtinacy , but Ignorance ; and if God affords 
them his Patience, why ſhould we not lend them obrs® It 
was nobly and bravely an{wered (fora Heathen) of Tamber- 
lain the Great ; who (when his High Prieſt deſired him tore- 
duce all that part of the World to one Religion) replyed : 
© No, I will not ; for that how (faith he) do know but the 
<ſame God, who hath delighted himſfelt fo much with the 
© yariety of all other things, as appearsin Men, Bcaſts, Birds, 
«Fiſh, Trees, Herbs ,. Flowers, &c. May not allo. des 
< light himſelfas much in variety of Worfhip? Therefore I 
© will puniſh none bur ſuch as deny either a God or his Pro- 
© yidence, and him will I put to death. Certainly 'tis very 
unreaſonable for men to preſs and pretend every Opinion in 
matters of Religion, as neceſlary in ſo high a degree, that 
if they ſpoke Truth, or indeed two of them in 5oo Sets, 
which are now in the World ( and for ought I know there 
may be 5000.) it is Foo. to one but every man is Damn'd ; 
for every Sect Damns all but it ſelf, and yet that is Damn'd 
of 499. and it is excellent Fortune then if that eſcape. All 
Wile Prir.ces heretofore, till they were overborn with FaQi- 
on, gave Toleration to difterent Sects , whoſe Opinions did 
not diſturb the publick Intereſt: And net without reaſon ; 
for that being reſtrained and made miſerable, mutually en- 
dears the diſcontented Parry, and ſobegets more hearty and 
dangerous Confederations againft the opprefſing Govern- 
ment; | | | 
Now how unreaſonable ſoever ſuch kind of Perfecutions 
'may appear to all tender hearted Chriſtians; yet if once, a 
Licenſe prevails (when men ſhall not be permitred ro-juſtihe 
their Innocence to the World) 'tis greatly to be fear'd that 
theſe miſchiefs, and worſe then theſe (if poſſible) will be the 
conſequence of it. Having therefore thug plainly and at 
large demonſtrated the inconveniences of a Licenſing Preſs, 
give me leaye to write upon the ſquare, and ſhew jou the 
Ob- 
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QbisRions of qQur Adyerfaries, which without-wrang to - 
their/cauſe, may. be juſtly comprehended under one head, 
and wat 1s this. 

_ Qpjectzens: If (lay they ) a Reſtrajne be not laid upon 
Printipg,, and ſome Superviſors afligned over the Prefs ; how 
then can we be ſecured from Libelts againſt the King , rhe 
Church, the State, and private men? As alſo from Popiſh 
Books of all forts? Now this I take to be the only Material 
Objection, wherewith they can have any ſhew of a pre- 
tence to baffle and obſtruct our deſign- | 

To which I A»ſwer: Firſt , that to expeCt any affurance 
that no ſuch Books ſhall be written, is more then Mortal man 
can give ; ſince we ſee that during this late At, and ſhould 
there be even a Spaniſh Inquiſition erefted amongſt us ; yer 
there are ſome Authors and ſome Printers ſo bold, that the 
one to vent his Humour, and the other for the Lucre of Mo - 
ney, would Write and Priat ſuch Books in ſpite-of the ſtrict- 
e& enquiry, and in defiance of the fevereſt Penalty 3: And 
theſe are the Authors that are moſt dangerous; and alſo moſt 
incerrigable » being perſons however that are more hzely 
to be ſilence'd by Liberty then. by Reftraint + For experience 
hath already ſhew-d,that all ſuch Acts will prove uncifectual 
as'to them. SeconCgly, ſuppoſing any fuch Authors are taken 
and diſcovered'; why, we need no other new Laws for the 
paniſhing of them (as I humbly conceive) then what are ah 
ready in force : As for example ,. if any Audacious: Villain. 
ſhallPubliſh Treaſon, he.is already lyable to ſitter asa Tray- 


> 4+ + % 


:. Spiritual Court: Orif in his Writing he Defames any par- 


ticular perſon, heis obnoxious to a Scandala Magnatum it he 
be a Pecr;and to an' Aftipn upon the Caſ&for Slander,if he be 
a Commoner., And laſt of all for Popiſh Books, 24ere whe- 
ther there be not Statates already in force for the aboliſhing 
them, made 3 and 4 of Ed, 6. For although this Sratute was 

once. 
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